Sixteen years follow-up of a patient with alcoholic pancreatitis: serial findings of morphology and function on the pancreas and the liver.
Sixteen years follow-up was performed in a male of long-standing alcohol indulgence who had an alcoholic liver disease at the outset, followed by alcoholic pancreatitis which progressed finally to pancreatic calcification. During this course, the abnormalities of endoscopic pancreatogram were unremittingly progressive, whereas exocrine and endocrine pancreatic dysfunction remained fluctuating, but ultimately deteriorated. In contrast functional and histological abnormalities of the liver were not progressive but returned toward normal. The follow-up observations in this case suggest that some cases of typical alcoholic pancreatitis may have unremittingly progressive morphologic changes with fairly well reserved capacity of exocrine and endocrine pancreatic functions and their hepatic lesions may not be in parallel with pancreatic lesions.